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ABSTRACT

Development of the high-concentration chloride leaching of base metal sulphide ore has
continued with a view to establishing a viable commercial flowsheet. Results are presented of
continuous mini pilot testing of the leach sections, showing that laboratory results were
reproduced in the scale-up. A prefeasibility cost estimate of the process recovery plant has
shown the capital to be comparable to published similar polymetallic base metal sulphide
processes, and the operating costs to be amongst the lowest in the industry. It is shown that the
process is environmentally very friendly and extremely energy-efficient, which is an absolute
necessity for plants located in areas where there is no local infrastructure.
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